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Quebec welcomed it as a means of keeping the surplus popu-
lation of their parishes within the province and checking the
much deplored seepage to New England. Hence the Liberals
had no wish to risk their political fortunes in a move to
destroy it. So distinguished a Liberal as Edward Blake
spoke in its favour. Nevertheless, in regions of primary
production such as the prairies, the Liberals continued to
pose as the supporters of free or freer trade, and sponsored
imperial preference at the turn of the century to demonstrate
their fidelity both to the Empire and the cause of lower tariffs.
Pressed relentlessly by the primary producers, especially
those in the West in revolt against the existing tariff, the
Liberals in 1911 precipitated the issue of reciprocity of trade
with the United States, while the Conservatives readily took
up the challenge with the claim that reciprocity would
shatter that national economy erected on east-west commerce
and fostered by the protection initiated by their party more
than a generation earlier. The election of 1911 also tested
the clashing loyalties of those who cherished the ties with
Great Britain and those who had or were alleged to have a
stronger leaning towards North American union. The Con-
servatives enlisted the support of electors in central Canada
who had vested interests in protection or who, out of attach-
ment to the Empire, were hostile to a greater intimacy with
the United States. In all this cleavage there was nothing
fresh. In the nineties the Liberal Opposition in declaring
for unrestricted reciprocity with the United States had their
loyalty attacked by the Conservatives. Since the early
years of Confederation, the Liberals were readier to promote
a south-north axis of trade and culture, whereas the Con-
servatives emphasized more an east-west axis within Canada,
combined with the maintenance of intimate relations with
Great Britain. Neither party has been extravagantly de-
voted to its chosen position, and the difference between them
becomes a matter of emphasis. In fact as well as in theory
there are always two axes not mutually exclusive. Inevitably
the social groups least interested in close relations with the
United States are most commonly Conservatives; those least
sympathetic to an imperial outlook are usually Liberals. Such